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UC GIESU,
VI THANH CHIU BONG BINH VA PHUC SINH

XAY DUNG MOT NEN KITO HQC NHO GIAO PUONG DAI
JONATHAN TAN YUN-KA BfE{E

Tédc gid bai nay, hién la gido su tai Pai Hoc Cong Gido Australia,
da tung cong tac voi Uy ban Than hoc cua FABC. Trong nd luc trinh
bay Kito hoc cho nguoi A Pong chiu dnh huong cia Khong gido, ong xir
dung hinh anh cua vi “Thanh’”. Oang cing ghi nhan ¢ nhiing nguoi
da st dung nhiing duong 107 khdc, chang han: Kim Heup Young, “Jen
and Agape: Towards a Confucian Christology,” in: Asia Jounal of
Theology 8 (1994), pp. 335-364 va Peter C. Phan, "The Christ of Asia
(An essay on Jesus as the eldest son and ancestor)," in: Studia
Missionalia 45 (1996), pp. 25-55. - Vi khuon kho cua to bdo, chiing toi
bo phan thir nhat, trong do ong dé cap dén nhiing dnh huong cta van

% "Jesus, The Crucified and Risen Sage: Constructing A Contemporary
Confucian Christology." In: The Chinese Face of Jesus Christ Vol 3b, ed.
Roman Malek. Sankt Augustin, Germany: Institut Monumenta
Serica/China-Zentrum, 2007. Pages 1481-1513.
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hoa Tay phuong trong viéc kién tao Kito hoc. Nguoi dich: Ts Phaolo
Nguyén Héi Pang O.P.

I. Thé& gi6i Nho gi4o tai Pong A

Nén van minh Trung Hoa, vin song dong va manh mé& ngay
nay, xuat hién ctng thoi gian v6i nén vian minh Ai Cap, Babylon,
An Do va c6 trede sy xudt hién cua nén van minh Hy Lap, cai noi
triét hoc Tay Phuong. Cach day hang ngan nam, nén vin minh
Trung Hoa da ty hao 1a “ving dat ¢ gitta” (zhongguo-7'[E) cua
thé gioi, “mot 6c¢ ddo van minh bao quanh boi sa mac van hoa””’.
Nén tang cing ¢6 nén van minh Trung Hoa va gop phan hinh
thanh thé gi6i quan cua nguoi Trung Hoa hon 2000 nim qua
chinh 1a truyén thong Nho gido’'. Anh huéng cta Nho gido da

7% Julia Ching, Chinese Religions (Maryknoll 1993), p. 1.

1 Pung ra, khong c6 tir tuong duong chinh xac trong tiéng Trung Quoc
vé thuat ngtr “Confucianism” (Khdng gido), do céac thira sai dong Tén dat ra
dau tién khi truyén gido tai Trung Quoc vao thé ky XVI, am chi mot gido
thuyét moi dang kinh trong, bao gdm tdt ca truyén thong bat ngudn tur v
tru quan cia nguoi Trung Quoc, truyén thong nay duoc ngudi Trung Qudoc
goi cach khac nhau nhu Nho Gia (rujia - f5%), Nho Gido (rujiao - f5#),
Nho Hoc (ruxuefF7). Trong Khi quan niém va tu tuéng ciia Dic Khong Tt
(k. 551-479 tCN) va nhitng mon dé sau nay cua ong nhu Manh Tt (k. 371-
289 tCN) va nhitng mon dé khac chi dong vai tro quan trong trong viéc dem
lai stc song va lam phong phd truyén thong Nho gido. Diéu do cho thdy
truyén thong Nho giao c¢6 truoc Diic Khong Tt Nhitng nd lyc cua cha Matteo
Ricci va nhitng dong mon cua cha mudn ton vinh D¢ Khong Tk nhu “Vi
Sang Lap” Nho gido 1a nhdm dap tmg nhu cau cap béach cia viéc truyén giao
hon 1a sy nhin nhan ding dan vé truyén thong Nho giéo trong boi canh lich
st-xa hoi cua nd. Trong hoan canh thiéu nhiing thuat ngi thich hgp, ching
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vuot ra khoi bién gioi Trung Hoa va lan téa cung voi sy anh
huéng vin héa ngon ngit Trung Hoa trén toan ving Pong A, ciing
nhu tai nhitng cong déng di dan Pong Au song tai Pong nam A
Chau, Au Chau, Chau Pai Duong va My Chau’’. Quan trong hon,
Tu Wei-Ming lam ndi bat mot thyc t& 1a Nho gido da “anh huéng
sau rong vé van hoa, chinh tri cting nhw doi song tinh than tai
bong A” da luu lai “nhitng dau 4n khong thé x6a nhoa trén doi
song xa hoi, chinh tri, gido duc va gia dinh tai Pong A,” cting nhu
“thé gioi van hoa Trung Hoa (Sinic world) (bao gdom nhiing quoc
gia cong nghiép va xa hoi chu nghia tai Pong A nhu Nhat Ban,
Han Qudc, Pai Loan, Hong Kong, Singapore, Trung Hoa luc dia,
Bic Han va Viét Nam) dugc xem Ia tiéu biéu cho “thé gigi Nho
giao””. Do do6, truyén thong Nho gido van song dong va anh
huéng cach manh mé tai Pong A, hoa quyén trong doi séng chinh
tri, van hoa, xa hoi cua hang triéu con nguoi tai day, va nuoi
dudng nhitng nhu cau tinh than cta ho.

Nho gi4o van duoc xem nhu sy biéu 16 tinh than Pong AU,
va tiép tuc la kim chi nam cho “thé gi¢i van héa Trung Hoa”. Mot
mat, Nho gido vé mat co cau ton tai hon 2000 ndm qua nhuw chud
thuyét chinh thong cta cac triéu dai Trung Qudc, tit nha Han dén
nha Thanh, da bi cac nha cdi cach thudc phong trao Tan Van

t0i sé st dung thuat nglt “Nho Gia” va “Nho Gido” trong bai viét nay dé noi
vé truyén thong Nho gido.

72 Julia Ching, Chinese Religions, p. 1.

73 Tu Wei-ming, "Confucianism," in: Our Religions, ed. by Arvind Sharma
(San Francisco 1993), p. 146.

7+ Xin xem tuyén tap céac bai luan vé diém nay trong Confucian
Spirituality. Volume One, ed. by Tu Weiming and Mary Evelyn Tucker (New
York 2003).
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mong 4 thang 5 (1919), Cong san Trung Qudc va phong trao ni
quyén phuong Tay két an vao dau thé ky 20. Nhung ba Julia
Ching khédng dinh ridng Nho gido tiép tuc thé hién stic song manh
liét cia minh tai Dong Au “béi vi thé hé méi nhitng nguoi Kitod
hitu A Chau, cho du 12 nguoi Han Qudc hay Trung Quoc déu cho
rang ho la nhitng nguoi Kitd hitu chiu anh huong gia tri Nho
gido”’®. Ba gidi thich rang, Nho gido, giong nhu cac hé thong triét
hoc ton gido khac, cling ¢6 nhitng wu diém va ca khuyét diém.

Né&u muon tim hiéu hé tw twéng Nho gido, viéc nghién ctu
trén ban van 1a vo ich. Mot xa hoi phan chia giai cap sé loai trir
tinh ho twong, nhung bao ton dia vi wu thé lau dai cua cha me
trén con cai, nguoi nam trén nguoi ni, va mot xa hoi giai cap chi
1a m&i ban tam cua qua khit, chiing khong thé ton tai trong tuwong
lai, khi @6 Nho gido khong con thich hop va ching khac gi da
chét. Nhung néu chung ta muon kham pha gia tri nhan vi con
nguoi, si cao ca ctia luan ly, chuan muc dao duc trong tuong giao
x4 hoi, giai thich thyc tai, chiéu kich siéu hinh cta ban nga hau
mé ra voi siéu viét. T4t ca nhitng diéu nay l1a nén tang cho nhiing
quan niém dung ddn vé pham gia con nguoi, tw do va cong binh,
khi d6 Nho giao rat thich hop va can dugc bao ton, khong chi ddi
v6i Trung Qudc ma con cho toan thé gi6i’.

Trude khi tién xa hon trong viéc hinh thanh mot nén Kito
hoc Nho gido, can lwu y nhiting 10i cdnh bao cua Benoit
Vermander rdng nhiing nghién ctu than hoc trong bdi canh
Trung Quoc day nhitng kho khin vi hinh thai ngon ngtt Trung

7> Hans Kung and Julia Ching, Christianity and Chinese Religions (New
York 1989), p. 85.

7® Hans Kung and Julia Ching, Christianity and Chinese Religions (New
York 1989), p. 90.
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Quoc khong thich hop v6i nhitng bién phan chinh xac va pham
trtt ngtt phap rach roi, vi vay “nhitng khai niém Tay phuong vé
linh hén, ban thé thuong duoc chuyén dich kha vung vé, va viéc
tim kiém y nghia twong duwong trong ngon ngt Trung Qudc 1a mot
¢0 gang kho nhoc””’. Nhu Cheng Chung-ying giai thich, tinh chat
ngtt A&m cua tiéng Hy Lap tach roi nhan thic giac quan khéi nhan
thirc phi giac quan “huéng dén viéc trinh bay tang y nghia tach
biét khoi thé giéi vat chdt cu thé,” nho do dé dang thuc hién
nhitng triru xudt mang tinh siéu hinh, khai niém hon la tinh chat
Ky hiéu twong hinh ctia ngon ngtt Trung Qudoc c¢é dac tinh “lién
két nhan thtic gidc quan va nhan thic phi giac quan,” va do do
triét hoc Trung Quoc “khong mang tinh siéu hinh theo quan
niém siéu hinh hoc Tay phuong, tdch biét nhan thic giac quan va
nhan thic phi gidc quan, tach biét thyc tién va siéu nghiém””®,
Robert Allison da ¢6 dong bang nhan dinh rang vin hoa Tay
phuong 1a “nén van hoa thyc hién chiic nang bang hé thong Ky
hiéu chi cai (alphabet), vira thién vé tinh ly thuyét, vira c6 kha
ning hoi twéng lai qua khit dé suy nghi triru twong hon 1a nén

7 Benoit Vermander, "Theologizing in the Chinese Context," in: Studia
Missionalia 45 (1996), p. 120. [See also the contribution of B. Vermander in
the present volume, pp. 1421-1430. (Ed.)]

78 Cheng Chung-ying, "Chinese Metaphysics as Non-metaphysics:
Confucian and Tao- ist Insights into the Nature of Reality," in:
Understanding the Chinese Mind: The Philosophical Koots, ed. by Robert E.
Allinson (Hong Kong 1989), pp. 167-168. Xem thém Chad Hansen, "Chinese
Language, Chinese Philosophy, and 'Truth'," in: JAS XLIV (1985), pp. 491-
520.
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van hoa quen v6i suy nghi nhitng hinh anh cu thé” nhu truong
hop ctia van hoa Trung Hoa”.

Cach riéng, nhiing suy nghi cua Vermander vé cong viéc
nghién ctru than hoc thi cting nhdm vao Kitd hoc, béi vi khong co
sy twong dong gitia truyén thong ton gido-triét hoc Trung Hoa noi
chung va truyén thong Nho gido noi riéng doi v6i nhitng pham
tru siéu hinh Hy Lap dugc sit dung trong nhitng cong thic Kitd
hoc kinh vién ¢4 dién, vi du nhu ban thé, ban tinh, ban chat va
ngoi vi. Tinh trang khé x nay la do sy khac biét can ban gitra
triét hoc Trung Quoc va Tay phuong noi chung, gitta triét hoc
Nho gido va Hy Lap néi riéng. Mat khac, trong tam cda cac triét
gia Hy Lap 1a truy tam Chan Ly, nghia 1a kham pha thyc tai, ban
tinh va ban thé chan that ctia sy vat. Tuong ty, triét hoc Tay
phuong ¢6 gdng kham phé vé thyc tai, ban thé va ban tinh dich
that cia bac Giésu Kito, sy toan ven cia nhan tinh va thién tinh
buic Giésu trong mot ngodi vi duy nhat vv... Nguoc lai, trong thé
gi6i van hoa Trung Hoa, nhitng cau hoi cdn ban mang tinh ton
giao, triét hoc, hién sinh luon dat trong tam vao viéc kham pha
nhing gia tri t6i hau huong dan doi song con nguoi: “Con nguoi
la gi khi d6i chiéu voi loai sdac vat?”; “Diéu gi lam cho cudc doi
hop v6i nhan dao?”; “Nhitng ly tuéng va nhan dic nao thoi thuc
con nguoi thoat khoi cai tdm thuong dé cong tac vao viéc tao
dung va duy tri mot xa hoi tién bg, hai hoa?”; “Nhiing 1y tuéng va
nhan dtc d6 hinh thanh tir dau?”; “Con duong (dao - 18) dua dén
nhiing ly twéng va nhan daéc do6 la gi? “; “con nguoi tim Kiém va
tha dic “Dao” (3&) béing cach nao?”.

7? R.E. Allinson, "An Overview of the Chinese Mind," in: Understanding
the Chinese Mind, p. 8.
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Agus C. Graham bién luan rang: cau héi cot yéu ddi voi
nguoi Trung Hoa “khong phai la cau hoi cia cac triét gia Tay
phung “Suy That 1a gi?” nhung 1a “Dao (1&) ¢ dau?”®® David Hall
va Roger Ames da dat ra thuat ngt “nguoi tim kiém Sy That” va
“nguoi truy tam Pao” dé mo ta cdi nhin triét hoc cua nguoi Tay
phuwong va nguoi Trung Hoa. Theo ho, “nguoi tim kiém Sy That”
trong triét hoc Tay phuong la nguodi “mudn dat dén diém tan
cung cua viéc hinh thanh sy vat, cia nhitng nguyén ly, hoc
thuyét mo ta cach thic hién httu cda sy vat,” trai lai, “nguoi truy
tam Dao” trong triét hoc Trung Hoa l1a nguoi “tim ki€m nhiing
cach thiic hoat dong nhdm thuc ddy sy hai hoa xa hoi” béi vi “doi
vOi nguoi truy tdm Dao, phdm chat con nguoi 1a sy that quan
trong nhét, chtt khong la nhiig dinh dé”®. Cach cu thé, buc
Khéng Tk va cac mon dé cam nhan cudc song con nguoi 1a mot
su nd lyc khong ngtmg vuon dén Dao (1) , d6 ciing 1a 10i moi goi
dat dén sy tiép can nang dong cta “Tri” (zhi-Zn, “biét”)*, “Tri”
khong phai la sy kham phéa sy that bang triru xudt hay bang
nhing khai niém mang tinh siéu hinh nhung bang cach nhan

80 A.C. Graham, Disputers of the Too: Philosophical Argument in
Ancient China (La Salle, 1989), p. 3.

® David L. Hall and Roger T. Ames, Thinking from the Han: Self, Truth,
and Transcendence in Chinese and Western Culture (Albany, NY 1998), p.
105.

82 Mot cach thu vi, ti biéu y “Tri” (zhi5]1, “biét”) bao gdm chit “Thi” (shF
%, “mii tén”) va chit “khau” (kow-I1, “cai miéng”). Do o6, “Tri” (zhiX0,
“biét”) c6 nghia la “noi ding muyc tiéu”, ham nghia 4n du phong pht. Trong
tw duy thé gii vian hoa Trung Hoa, tit “Tri” (zA£%1, “bi6t”) khong 1a mot
hanh vi mang tinh c4a nhan, don doc nhung la hanh vi c6 tinh tuong quan.
Nguoi biét thyc sy 1a nguoi ¢6 kha nang “dién dat bang 10i noi” cach khon
ngoan va thich hgp vé mot van dé cho nhitng nguoi xung quanh minh.
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biét phwong thé tuwong quan gitta minh va nguoi khac, lam thé
nao dé thyc hién trach nhiém nay sinh tir nhitng twong quan nay
va lam thé nao dé tin twong gia tri phap ly cua nhiing twong quan
nay nhu nén tang cho sy hai hoa gia dinh va xa hoi. Hall va
Ames da giai thich cach c¢6 dong diéu nay khi nhdn manh rang:
“& phuong Tay, chan ly 1a tri thic vé nhing gi 1a that va nhiing gi
biéu trung cho thyc tai d6” trong khi “d6i voi nguoi Trung Hoa,
chan ly khong la sy triru twong nhung cu thé, khong 1a sy tuong
trung nhung biéu hién va cong huéng, khong la sy roi rac nhung
1a biét cach, mot hinh thtc ctia sy biét lam.”*

II. Thanh (sheng- EE) trong truyén thong Nho

gido

Trong truyén thong Nho giao, hinh anh thdnh gitt mot vi
tri ddc biét nhu kiéu mau vé sy hoan hdo cta ban tinh con nguoi
va la trung gian gita Troi va D4t*. Theo tir dién Anh -Hoa thong

% Hall and Ames, Thinking from the Han, p. 104.

# Nhitng khdo luan nghién ciu quan trong vé “thanh” trong truyén
thong Nho gido bao gdbm Rodney L. Taylor "Scripture and the Sage: On the
Question of a Confucian Scripture," in: ibid., The Religious Dimensions of
Confucianism (Albany, NY 1990), pp. 23-37; ibid., "The Sage as Saint: A
Study in Religious Categories," in: ibid.. The Religious Dimensions of
Confucianism, pp. 39-52; ibid., "Neo-Confucianism, Sage- hood and the
Religious Dimension," in: / CP2 (1975) 4, pp. 389-415; ibid., The Cultivation
of Sagehood as a Religious Goal in Neo-Confucianism: A Study of Selected
Writings of Kao Pan-lung (1562-1626) (Missoula, Mont. 1978); Tu Wei-
ming, "The Confucian Sage: Exemplar of Personal Knowledge," in: ibid.,
Way, Learning, and Politics: Essays on the Confucian Intellectual (Albany,
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dung, thuat ngtt thanh dugc dich 1a thanh thién, than thanh,
khon ngoan, minh man, thong thai hay mot nguoi uyén tham. Vé
mét tr nguyén, hinh thtc bidu y cua t thdnh (sheng- 52) bao
gdm chit nhf (er-H: “céi tai”, nghia l1a “nghe”, “lang nghe” hay
“phan dinh”) va chit trinh (chéng:, nghia la “phat biéu”, “bay
to”, “phoi bay”, “trinh, dang mot thong diép” hay “cong bo”). Chir
trinh (chéng5) bao gébm chit khdu (kow1, nghia 1a “cai
miéng”) va chit %& (mot tr bidu y ¢6 mo td mot nguoi (rem\)
ding trén mat dat (z1:), nghia 1a mot nguoi dung trong dia vi,
chttcc vu cia minh). Ban van Erya thoi Hau Chu mo ta thuat ngtr
thanh (sheng E2) 1a “trinh, dang, phoi bay, xudt hién (xian-
)”®. Ban van Bach HO Thong Dic Ludn (Baihutongdelun-
H 2% 5w) doi Han (nam 80 scn) mo ta thdnh “la ngudi nam
gitt duogc “Pao” bao trum van vat, sy khon ngoan lan téa khap

noi”®, va sau d6 da dinh nghia thuat ngit thdnh nhu sau:

Théanh (sheng- 38) nghia 1a thong (tong-i8) (truyén dat, két
ndi, thong sudt), 1a dao (dao-&) (tién trinh dé tré nén va cach
thiic dé bay to, phat bidu), 1a thanh (sheng %) (lén tiéng, am
thanh). Khong c6 gi ma khong twong thong boi dic hanh cua
nguoi. Khong c6 gi ma khong dugc lam sang to boi tri tué cua
nguoi. Nghe am thanh biét duoc ban chit va diéu kién cua sy
vat. Thanh 1a nguoi hgp nhat troi va dat, 1a két tinh anh sang mat

NY 1993), pp. 29-44; Ning Chen, "The Etymology of Sheng (Sage) and its
Confucian Conception in Early China," in: /CP27 (2000) 4, pp. 409-427.

% Ban dich Anh ngit 1ay t¢ Halls and Ames, Thinking Through
Confucius, p. 258. Xem thém: Ching, Confucianism and Christianity, p. 80.

% Trich dan trong Julia Ching, Confucianism and Christianity: A
Comparative Study (Tokyo 1977), p. 80.
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troi, mat trang, 1a nguoi hoa hop v6i bon mua, 1a nguoi gan gii
Thuong D& va than linh".

Khong giong nhu tir dién ngon ngit Au Chau dinh nghia tur
bdng cach khai thdc y nghia “cot yéu” cua ching, tir dién tam
nguyén ¢4 cua nguoi Trung Quoc la Thuyét Van Gidi Tw
(Shuowen Jiezi - L f#7F) dugc bién soan béi hoc gid Hira
Than (Xu Shen-iF{#) doi Dong Han da dinh nghia tit thdnh
(sheng EE) do béi sy két hop gitta ngt nghia va ngir am, lién hé
dén tir thong (tong-8) (truyén dat, xuyén qua, tham nhap)

thanh (sheng- 58) nghia 1a thong (tong#): truyén dat cho
ai, cai gi, noi chuyén than tinh véi ai, thong thao, tham nhap, két
noi. Vé mit ngit nghia, n6 bat ngudn ti chit nA (er-H: “céi tai”)
va muon am ti chit #7inh (chéng%:) két hgp ma thanh®,

Nghia goc cla thuat ngtt thanh la chu dé cua nhiéu cudc
tranh luan. Theo tw dién Thuyét Van Gidi Tw (Shuowen Jiezi -
A A7) thuat ngtt thanh 1a mot chit hinh thanh® (xingsheng
- )

Vé mat ngit nghia, bat ngudn tr chit nAf (er-H: “céi tai”),
nghe mot diéu gi do. V& mit ngt am, muon am ti cht tinh

% Ban dich Anh ngit 14y to Halls and Ames, 7hinking Through
Confucius, p. 258. Xem thém: Ching, Confucianism and Christianity, p. 80.

% Ban dich Anh ngtt Shuowen jiezi dugc 1dy tir Halls and Ames,
Thinking Through Confucius, p. 257.

% Chir Hinh thanh (xingsheng - J2%) 1a chit pho bién nhat trong ngon
ngt Trung Qudc, két hop ca hai thanh t6 nglt &m va ngit nghia, thi tw cho
thay y nghia va am doc cua tir.



160

A

(chéng-5:) két hop ma thanh, c6 nghia la “bay t6”, “biéu 10” trong
tir Trung Quéc ¢6”.

Duya trén nhitng kién thic sau sdc téng hop tir cong trinh
nghién ctu cua William G. Boltz trén tht ban Ldo Tt (laozF-
1), chit thanh (sheng B2) dugc viét nhw chit thanh (sheng %)
(“am thanh”, “giong noi”) trong ban Ldo Tt (laozi- 1) A, va nhu
chit nhi (er-H) trong ban B. David Hall va Roger Ames khong
chdp nhan cach mo ta chiv thdnh (sheng- E2) nhu chit hinh thanh
(xingsheng - &%) cha ti dién Thuyét Van Gidi Tu (Shuowen
Jiezi - &t f#57), nhung theo ong d6 1a chit hoi v (huiyi & &)
gdm hai thanh t6 1a “nghe” (erH) va “dién dat” hay “bay to”
(kou-1 trong ban Lao t A va chéng-5: trong phan cudi cta chi)
két hop tao nén y nghia cta tt”. Dya trén co sé nay, Hall va
Ames két luan rang chit thanh (sheng- 32) bao gdém ca hai y
nghia: cam nhan bang tai va dién dat bang 10i noi.

Trong khi dinh nghia thuat ngit thdnh cta tir dién Thuyét
Van nhan manh khia canh “nghe” (nghia 1a (erH) / “céi tai”/

2 Ning Chen, "The Etymology of Sheng (Sage)," p. 409.

! Xin xem "The religious and philosophical significance of the Hsiang
erh Lao Tzu in the light of Ma-wang-tui silk manuscripts," in: BSOAS 45
(1982), pp. 101-102.

%2 Chit Hoi y (huiyi- & ) 1a chit ma tat ca nhitng thanh t6 déu biéu y, vi
duy... chir “hdo” (hao-4F) két hop béi hai thanh td biéu y 1a chit “nit” (nu-#z,

“nguoi phu ni”) va ch “t@” (zi-—+, “con, con trai”)

% Hall and Ames, Thinking Through Confucius, p. 258, and esp. pp. 362-
363,n. 13.
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{3

“dé nghe” nhu sy biéu y) thi Hall va Ames goi y thdnh 1a “nguoi

truyén dat xuat sdc” nguoi ma “nghe truoc, noi sau”**.

Mot hoc gia khac, Rodney L. Taylor, da thuc hién mot cuoc
nghién ctu twong tw vé ngudn gdoc cla tir va dong y rang trinh
(chéng-%), 1a bd phan biéu am, cting ham nghia 1a “bay t6” dan
dén két luan rang thanh 1a nguoi thdu hidu sy vat noi chung va
vé Troi hay Pao Troi noi rieng”. Ong con di xa hon nita khi
khéng dinh ring thdnh 1a “nguoi nghe Pao Troi va sau do bay t6
hay mac khai cho con nguoi”®. Trong khi Taylor khdng dinh mai
lien hé mat thiét gitta thanh va Troi can ct vao tir dién Thuyét
Van Giai Ty va truyén thong chd gidi ctia no, thi nhitng cong
trinh phé binh ban van ma Ning Chen thyc hién sau nay dya trén
nhiéu ban vidn Nho gido ¢6 dién da cing c¢d cho nhing khang
dinh cta Taylor”. Trong cung mot huéng d6, cong trinh nghién
ctu cda ba Taylor Ching vé khai niém tir thdnh cho thdy “thanh
la nguoi nghe am thanh hay nhtng 16i thudc tam linh hay than

 Hall and Ames, Thinking Through Confucius, pp. 259, 300.posses

%5 Rodney L. Taylor, "Scripture and the Sage: On the Question of a
Confucian Scripture," p. 24.

%6 Ibid.

7 Nhu Ning Chen giéi thich “khdi niém Pao Troi (Tiandao-KiE) 1a diém
cao nhét cia moi nhan dtc va dwoc mo td nhu mot phdm chat xing dang
lam bién doi va stra day nguoi khac, mot pham chat cia bac Zhdnh (Sheng-
H2)... “thanh nhan th&u sudt Dao Troi” (strip 26), thuat ngit nay dugc tim
thdy l1an dau tién trong van chuong thoi tién Tan, ham nghia thanh nhan la
nguoi thau sudt st mang duwgc ban bo ttt Troi. Do do, thanh (Sheng-EE ) dugc
mo ta la nguoi tu duong ban than cach bén bi theo “y Troi” ( Zianchang-
KI%), nho d6 dua tuong quan ctia con guoi vao trat tw (strips 31, 37-38).
Xem thém Ning Chen, "The Etymology of Sheng (Sage)," pp. 416-417.
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minh va sau do6 truyén dat no cho nguoi khac biang chinh moi
miéng cta minh”*’. D6i v6i Roger T Ames va Henry Rosemont,
Jr... “thanh nhan (shengren-22 \) 1a nguoi thanh thao vé su
truyén dat, “nghe” (erH) va bay té y tuong (cheng-), khong
chi gi6i han trong nhitng kinh nghiém cta con nguoi nhung con
la nhitng ham y mang tinh vii try””. Di xa hon, David Hall va
Roger Ames huong sy chu y dén ban vin Bach Ho Thong Pic
Ludn (Baihutongdelun-1 5218 1%5) , da xac dinh chiéu kich tam
linh cta tr thdanh “ly do giai thich tai sao chi riéng thanh nhan c6
thé doan trudc dugc twong lai 1a béi vi dugc thong dy vao ban
tinh ctia than linh (shen-f#)”.

Ning Chen da dua ra mot cach hiéu khac vé thuat ngit
thanh. Ong @it van dé vé 16i gidi thich thuat ngtt thdnh ctia David
Hall va Roger Ames, Julia Ching va Rodney Tailor, bdi vi nhiing
hoc gid nay qué tin twong vao tw dién Thuyétr Van Gidi Tu
(Shuowen Jiezi - 5t 3 fi#5") ma khong luu tam da dén nhing 10i
sam duwoc khdc trén xuong doi nha Thuong va nhitng ban van
khéc trén da doi nha Chu'®. Theo 6ng Ning, 16i dién ta cta tu
dién Thuyét Van Giai Ty vé hinh thiic ky hoc cta tir thdnh nhu la
su k&t hop hai by phan nhf (erH) va trinh (cheng-%:) 1a mot
hién twong mudn thoi, chi c6 thé truy nguyén vao thoi Chién
Quoc (481-221 B.C). Nhitng luan chung cta 6ng co thé tom tat
nhu sau: nhitng 10i sdm dugc khic trén xwong doi nha Thuong
lam 19 ra nhitng diém khac biét vé tir thdnh. Tuy nhién, thanh to

%8 Julia Ching, "The Ancient Sages (sheng): Their Identity and their Place
in Chinese Intellectual History," in: Oriens Extremus 30 (1983-1986), p. 14.

% The Analects of Confucius: A Philosophical Translation, trans. by
Roger T. Ames and Henry Rosemont, Jr. (New York 1998), pp. 62-63.

1% Ning Chen, "The Etymology of Sheng (Sage)," pp. 409-427.
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trinh (cheng-%=) ro rang khong phai la mot bd phan cda chit
thanh ban dau. Phai dén thoi Xuan Thu (722-481 B.C), nhiing
diém khéac biét méi duwoc thong nhédt vé mit hinh thirc, thanh t§
ting (F) duwoc thém vao bo nhf (erH). Va chi dén thoi Chién
Quoc (481-221 B.C), cac ky luc chinh thtc viét thanh to ting (1)
bén dudi by khau (kouw-11), tao nén chit trinh (cheng5:) nhu
hién nay.

boi voi Chen, sy dong nhat thuat nglt thanh voi “nguoi co
kha ndng phi thuong va ddc biét trong vai tro trung gian gitta thé
gi6i siéu nhién va xa hoi con nguoi” 1a 16i thoi'®', boi vi nhing 10i
sam khdc trén xuwong doi nha Thuong da st dung thuat ngit nay &
thé dong tirla “nghe”, mé rong ra la “nghe dé truyén dat sy vat” va
nhu mot danh tir ¢6 nghia la “am thanh” hay “tin tic”'%%. Suét giai
doan nha Tay Chu, y nghia tix thdnh (sheng 32) duoc thay doi co
nghia la sy khon ngoan, minh man'®. Do d6 vi “nghia goc” cta ti
thanh khong c6 nghia 1a “su bay t6”, tuy nhién dic diém cta ti
thanh duoc hiéu 1a nghe va truyén dat s diép cua Troi hay Pao
Troi duoc xem nhu mot hién twong muon thoi'™. Chéc han ring do
béi hoc gia Hta Than (Xu Shen-#FE) doi bong Han khong truy
cap nhitng ban van sdm ngon doi nha Thuwong va nhiing tai liéu
g0c khic trén da doi nha Chu nén da cho rdng hinh thic méi cia
tit thdnh cling chinh l1a hinh thitc nguyén thay ctia n6 va ong gitt
mai sy sai lam nay khi dwa 10i gidi thich vé hinh thic méi nay vao
trong tr dién tir nguyén Thuyét Vin Gidi Ty (Shuowen Jiezi — &t 3L

191 1hid., p. 410,
192 Xem cuoc tranh luan & ibid., pp. 412-414.
193 1hid,, p. 414,
194 1hid., p. 410.
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f#5~). Dya trén nén tang nay, Chen két luan rang “bat ky nd luc
nao nham giai thich dic diém tw thdnh bang cach nhdn manh
chttc nang thanh t0 frinh (cheng%:) sé 1a mot sai lam hon nita” va
“nhiing tranh luan vé mat tit nguyén, tir thanh am chi mot nguoi
¢6 kha ning “bay t6 nhing st diép than linh” 1a “mot hién tuong
muon thoi va duoc tao ra boi cac Nho gia”'®.

Mot mat, Chen da dung khi noi rdng vé mdt lich s, nghia
g0c tir thanh dwoc tim thdy trong nhing 10i sdm khéc trén xwong
doi nha Thuwong khéc v6i nhiig gi ¢6 trong tor dién tir nguyén
Thuyét Van Giai Ty. Nhung mét khac, ong lai thira nhan rang, ké
ttr thoi Chién Qudc, y nghia cla tir thdnh da thay déi nhu duoc
trinh bay trong tir dién tr nguyén Thuyét Van Gidi Tuy. Béi vi
ngon ngit khong la mot hé thong tinh, dong kin va khong thay
d6i nhung ding hon 1a mot hé thong nang dong trong do y nghia
cua tir thay doi qua ting thoi ky, nén chung ta khong thé chi tim
hiéu nghia goc cua bat ky thuat ngtt nao. Pung hon, chung ta
phai Iuu tam dén sy thay doi y nghia ctia né theo dong thoi gian.
Do d6, mot thyc t€ ro rang 1a ké tir thoi Chién Qudc, khi hinh
thitc cudi cung cla ti thanh (sheng 32) duoc quy dinh nhu 1a 22,
dan dén viéc nhdn manh thdnh 1a nguoi nghe, va bay to hay cong
bo Pao Troi. Do la nghia xuat hién sau nay ma ta tim thay cach
chdc chan trong truyén thong Nho gido cting nhu trong cach hiéu
binh dan hon la nghia goc dugc tim thay trong nhiing 1oi sam
khdc trén xuwong doi nha Thuong. Do do chung toi sé st dung
nghia tit thdnh xudt hién sau nay trong phan cudi bai néi chuyén
cta chung toi.

Trong sach Luan Ngtt, nguon tai liéu duy nhat hién co vé
nhitng gido hudn clia Nho gido, thdnh biéu trung cho tinh ly

195 Ning Chen, "The Etymology of Sheng (Sage)," pp. 409-427
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tudng cao nhat cia sy phat trién con nguoi. Theo hoc gid 16i lac
D.C Lau, “ly tuéng nay quéa cao dén ndi kho thyc hién dugc”'®.
Thuyc vay, sach Luan Ngir trinh bay cach hiéu ctia Btic Khong Tk
(551-497 tCN) vé thdnh (sheng- 2) nhw mau muyc cho sy hoan
thién vien man cua con nguoi, tham chi vuot xa mau muyc cda
“nguoi quan t” (junzi-# 1), dan dén viéc ton thanh nhan 1én vi
thé vuot xa tdm voi cta da s6 moi nguoi. Trong sach Luan Ngi,
thuat nglt thdnh tim thdy ¢ nhitng doan sau day: 6:30 (thdnh la
nguoi ban phuc lanh va trg gidp con nguoi); 7:26 (Dic Khong Tk
than khoc rdng ong chua bao gio va c¢6 18 s& khong bao gio gip
dwgc thanh nhan); 7:34 (Puc Khong T tir chdi ty nhan minh 1a
thanh); 9:6 (btic Khong Tt phat mon dé Tk Cong vi coi minh
ngang bing thanh nhan); 16:8 (bac quan t phai kinh cdn tuan
gitt nhitng 101 cua thanh nhan); 19:12 (thanh nhan doc hanh trén
con duong cua bao).

Trong bai phan tich mang tinh phé binh vé con duong
tuong giao voi thanh nhan trong sach Luan Ngt, Rodney Taylor
kham pha ra rdng thdnh trong sach Luan Ngit xem ra bi gi¢i han
trong nhimg vi vua khon ngoan thoi ¢6 nhw vua Nghiéu (2337-
2258 tCN), vua Thuén, Vi (2205-2198 tCN)'”. C6 18 Dtic Khong
Tk chua bao gio quy gan danh hiéu thdnh cho nhitng anh hung
cta vuong triéu nha Chu (zhouchao-JE &), cu thé 1a vua Vin, Vi,
cho du ho 1a “kiéu mau vé quy pham dao dic” cho nguoi khac
noi theo'®. Dya trén nén tang nay, Taylor da nhan ra bon ham
nghia phat sinh tr sy quan sat nay: (i) thanh Ia nguoi thoat khoi

106 Confucius: The Analects, 2nd ed., trans, by D.C. Lau (Hong Kong
1992), p. xiii.

197 Taylor, "The Sage as Saint: A Study in Religious Categories," p. 41.
198 7hid.
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su gi6i han binh thuong cia khong gian va thoi gian. (ii) khong
am chi rang moi nguoi c6 thé dat dén tinh trang cta thanh nhan.
(iii) thdanh “dugc coi 1a nguwoi hanh dong dya theo sy linh hi cach
tryc ti€p DPao Troi” va (iv) thanh “nhw mot con nguoi mau muc,
mot ly tuéng cao ca cho con nguoi noi theo”'”. Do d6, Taylor chu
truong rang “thanh” doi voi Duc Khéng Tk 1a quan trong nhat va
Khéng Tk ¢ gdng ndi két dao cua thanh nhan véi thé hé cda
nguoi nhdm duy tri muyc tiéu quan trong nhat cta minh”'".
Théanh, nhu Dic Khdng Tw da tién liéu, vira 1a dién hinh vé mot
diéu gi do, nhu hién than ctia Pao Troi, vira 1a dién hinh vé mot ai
do6, nhu kiéu mau dé noi theo”'"".

biéu nay dugc dé cap trong sach Luan Ngtt 6:30, cho thdy
thanh la nguoi quan tdm va gidp do tit ca moi nguoi khong phan
biét:

Tt Cong hoi: “nguoi ma rong luong véi moi nguoi va co thé
gitip d& nhiéu nguoi, thi chung ta ¢6 thé goi do6 1a nguoi c6 phdm
cach dao duc dang tin cay duoc ching? Ptc Khong T tra 10i: “tai
sao ngumg lai & nguoi c6 phdm cach dao dic dang tin cay? Pay
chdc chén 1a thanh .

Khi chud gidi doan van nay, Li Chenyang chi ra: “ro rang,
chi ¢6 thanh nhan moéi c6 thé thyc hién tinh yéu dai dong. N6 cao
quy, dang ngudong md nhung vugt qua pham vi luan ly cta con

19 1hid.
10 1bid,, p. 40.
" Ibid, p. A1.

"2 Ban dich Anh ngit 18y tor Ames and Rosemont, 7he Analects of
Confucius, p. 110.
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nguoi binh thuwong. Poi véi nguoi binh thuong, 1y tuéng luan ly
cao nhat l1a nhdn (ren{—.), chtt khong 1a thanh (sheng 52)'"°.

O noi khac, David Hall va Roger Ames cho thay thdnh duoc
trinh bay trong sach Luan Ngit 1a “nguoi lam thay doi thé gioi
bang 10i ciia minh”'"*. Pay la diém dic biét trong sach Luan Ngir
16:8:

btc Khong Tk noi: “ngudi quan t&” (junziF §) phai kinh
can tuan gitt ba diéu: tuan theo ménh Troi (tianming-Kfm),
nhiing nguoi ¢ dia vi cao va nhitng 10i ctia thanh nhan (shengren-
"2 A\). Nguoi tiéu nhan, khong biét ménh Troi, khong kinh can
tuan gitt ménh Troi, ho khong xting dang gin gti nhitng nguoi &
dia vi cao va ho ch& nhao nhitng 10i ctia thanh nhan”'".

Quan trong hon, David Hall va Roger Ames két luan rang
“du cho btec Khong Tt ¢6 nhin nhan minh 14 bac thanh nhan hay
khong, thi duong nhu ban van ¢ gdng mo ta btic Khong T trong
hinh anh ctia mot bac thanh”''®. Truyén théng sau nay da nang
btirc Khéng Tt 1én bac thanh nhan, nhu thé trong truyén thong
Nho gi4o, Puc Khong Tt tré thanh dé nhat thanh (xem Manh Tk
2A :2; 3B :9; 5B : 1; 7B : 38) va dat dén tot dinh voi viéc Ptc
Khong T duoc hoang dé€ Minh Thé Tong ton phong lam “Chi

'3 Li Chenyang, "Confucian Jen and Feminist Care," in: 7he Tao
Encounters the West. Explorations in Comparative Philosophy (Albany, NY
1999), p. 105.

4 David L. Halls and Roger T. Ames, Thinking Through Confucius, p.
259.

5 Ban dich Anh ngit 1dy tr Ames and Rosemont, 7he Analects of
Confucius, p. 198.

16 Halls and Ames, Thinking Through Confucius, p. 256.
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Thanh Tién Su” (Zhisheng Xianshi-"=58 55 ifi) vao ngay 4 thang
12 ndm 1530"".

Tiép theo trong sach Manh T, chiing ta tim thdy thuat ngt
thanh ludn xudt hién trong sy doi chiéu voi sach Luan Ngtt. Theo
Rodney Taylor, thuat ngit thdnh xuét hién 47 lan trong sach
Manh Tu'"*u. Tréi nguoc v6i Ptic Khdng Tk, Manh Tt da thiét lap
mot hé chudn cach hiéu vé thdnh tr y niém ctia Ptic Khong Tt vé
thanh nhan nhu mot kiéu mau doi xua tré thanh muc dich toi
hau ma con nguoi ¢ thé dat duoc trong hién tai bang tu duong
ban than (xem, Manh Tk 2A : 2; 4A : 2; 6B : 2). Boi v6i Manh Tt,
thanh “cting giong nhu moi nguoi khac, tuy la mot trong so ho
nhung thanh nhan tréi vuot trén dam dong” (Manh Tk 2A:2, cf.
6A:7)"°. Hon nita, Manh T& con chi ra rdng “thanh 1a thay day
cta moi ngudi” (Manh Tk 7B:15)'®. Trong sach Manh Tw 3B : 9,
Manh T@ hinh nhu ¢6 ¥ néi thém thdnh la nguoi chong lai nhitng
giao hudn sai lac. Quan trong hon ntta, thanh 1a nhitng nguoi “vi
dai va duoc bién doi béi chinh sy vi dai d6”, va 1a nguoi Khi tréi
vuot hon nguoi vé sy hiéu biét da trd nén siéu pham va cho thay
rdng thanh (sheng- B2) va than thanh hay thdn (shen-f#) la hai
muc dich tdi hau cta viéc tu duong ban than (Manh Tt 7B : 25).

U6c muon dat dén thdnh duoc goi la “thién” (sham-3).
Thu ddc no6 noi chinh minh goi 1a “tin” (xi7-{3). Chi€ém hitu no
cach tron day noi ban than goi la “my” (mei-<), nhung chiéu

" 1bid,, p. 257.
118 Taylor, "The Sage as Saint: A Study in Religious Categories," p. 42.

% Ban dich Anh ngit 14y tt Mencius, trans. D.C. Lau (London 1970), p.
80.

120 1bid,, p. 197.
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toéa sy s¢ httu tron day nay ra bén ngoai goi 1a “dai” (da-K). Tro
nén vi dai va duoc bién déi bdi chinh sy vi dai goi la “thanh”
(sheng-82). La thanh va tréi vugt hon nguoi vé sy hiéu biét goi
1a “than” (shen-)'".

Rodney Taylor khi chu giai doan véan trén da két luan rang:
“Manh T& khi cho rdng bat ky ai cling ¢6 thé tré thanh Nghieu
hay Thudn, dd m¢ ra kha nang la moi nguoi c6 thé tré thanh
thanh nho sy hoc hdi nghiém ngdt va tu dudng ban than”, cho
nén “ly twong vé thanh da thay doi tir hinh anh bi gi6i han noi
nguoi xua tré thanh muc tiéu tiém tang c6 thé thyc hién duoc noi
bat ky con nguoi nao”'?’. Nén tang cua sy thay ddi nay la cach
hiéu mo6i mé vé ban chat con nguoi, do 1a chdp nhan rang bac
thanh nhan nhu Nghiéu va Thuan cling giong nhu moi nguoi
khac, bdi vi “tdt ca moi nguoi cing s¢ hitu ban tinh thién giong
nhau ma Troi da pht bAm noi mdi con nguoi”'?.

Yao Xinzhong tdan dong quan diém cta Manh TG vé thdnh
“la sy hoan thién cua con nguoi” nhu két qua cda sy tu dudng
ban than. Thanh 1a nguoi hoan hao ty ban tinh, thAm nhap va

thau hiéu moi sy va lam cho Pao (daoE) lan téa khép thé gioi'®.

Thuyét Trung Dung (zhongyong-/J&), truyén théng quy
cho T Tw, chau ctia Pic Khong Tt, cling dua ra mot cach hiéu vé

121 English translation from Mencius, trans. D.C. Lau (London 1970), p.
199.

122 Taylor, "The Sage as Saint: A Study in Religious Categories," p. 43.
123 Ihid.

124 Yao Xinzhong, Conficianism and Christianity: A Comparative Study
of Jen and Agape (Brighton, England 1996), p. 134.
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thanh twong ty nhu sach Manh T& duoc dién ta trong doan van
sau day:

Thanh (cheng-1: thanh that) 1a Pao Troi. Tré nén Thanh
(cheng-7§: thanh that) 1a dao cta con nguoi. Nguoi thanh that 1a
nguoi thi ddc diéu chan that ma khong c¢d géng, chiém hitu diéu
chan that ma khong toan tinh. Nguoi thanh that hoa hop véi Pao
(dao8) cach ty nhién va dé dang. Nguoi nhu thé 1a thdnh. Nguoi
thanh that 1a nguoi chon lya va gén bo voi diéu thién (Trung
Dung, 20)'*.

Chi nhiing nguoi tuyét doi thanh that mai ¢6 thé phat trién
ban tinh cta minh cach day du. Néu ho c6 thé phat trién ban tinh
ctia minh cach day du, ho ciing phét trién ban tinh nguoi khac
cach day du nhuw vay. Néu ho c¢6 thé phat trién ban tinh nguoi
khac cach day du, ho cting co thé phat trién ban tinh sy vat cach
day du nhu vay. Nho do, ho gop phan bién doi va nudi dudng quy
luat Troi va bat (Trung Durng, 22)'%.

Dai (da-K: vi dai, cao thuong) la Pao (dao-i8) cta thanh
nhan! N6 bao trum, san sinh va nudi duong van vat. Oi vi dai lam
sao! N6 bao gom 3000 quy tac 1& nghi va 3000 quy tic dao duc.
N6 mai phuc nguoi thich hop dé tré thanh hanh dong, vi thé dugc
dién dat 1a “néu khong c6 nhan dtc hoan thién, Pao (daoiB)
tuyéet doi khong thé thyc hién dugc” (Trung Dung, 27)'”.

125 Ban dich Anh ngit 14y tr A Suorce Book in Chinese Philosophy,
trans. By Chan Wing-tist (Princeton, NJ 1963), p. 107.

126 Ban dich Anh ngtt 14y tx A Source Book in Chinese Philosophy, trans.
By Chan Wing-tist (Princeton, NJ 1963), p. 107-108.

127 Ibid., pp. 110.
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Nhitng nha tu twéng Nho gido méi thugc thoi ky nha Tong -
Minh (Song-Mingchao-<-BHH) ciing nhin nhan #hdnh nhu tinh
hoa sy hoan thién cta con nguoi, “mot ly twéng nhu la dich diém
cda tién trinh hoc héi va tu duong”, “la sy nhan thtc day da va
sy phat trién tron ven tiém ndng trong ban tinh va tri lyc con
nguoi” va “ddi voi nhitng Nho gia thuoc tan phai, dich diém ma
cudc song con nguoi tim kiém la trd thanh thdnh”'*®. Chu Pon Di
(zhou Duny)5 X EH) (1017-1073) trong tac phdm Thdi Cuc Do
Thuyét (Taiji Tushuo- X% [& ) da trinh bay thdnh nhu “ctu
canh ctia con nguoi”:

Thanh 1am viéc voi thai do tap trung, dang muc, nhan &i va
cong bang. Dao cua thdnh don gian l1a tap trung, dung muyc, nhan
ai va cong bang va dé cao sy tinh 1dng... khi thyc hién nhu thé,
thanh thiét 1ap ctru canh ctia con nguoi. Nho do “nhan dac cla
thanh nhan sanh kip Ptc cta Troi va bat, anh sang cta thanh
nhan sanh kip anh sang mat troi, mat trang, sy dung muyc cda
thanh nhan sanh Kkip sy chinh xac ctia bon mua, van may rui cdia
thanh nhan sanh kip van may rdi cda quy than. Bac quan to
(junzi-# ) tu dudng nhiing diéu nay va vui huéng van may. Ké
tiéu nhan khudc tir nhing diéu nay va bi van rai'”.

Nhitng gi “hoan toan tinh tai, bat dong” la trung thuc
(chéng-ii:). Nhitng gi “xuyén thiu, thim nhap khi dugc danh
dong” 1a tinh than (shen##). Nhitng gi hoat dong nhung chua
dugc thanh hinh, gitta hién httu va phi hitu, 1a m6i bat dau, phoi

128 Taylor, "The Sage as Saint: A Study in Religious Categories," p. 43.

129 Ban dich Anh ngtt 14y t& Sources of Chinese Tradition. Vol 1: From
FEarliest Times to 1600, comp. by William Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom
(New York 1999), p. 675.
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thai. Trung thyc 1a tinh tay (tinh-jing(%)) ctia con nguoi cho nén
ro rang. Tinh than 1a twong thong cho nén bi 4n. Nhitng gi méi
bat dau, phoi thai thi phang phat, kho nhan thdy cho nén mo tdi.
Nguoi ma trung thuc, thudc tam linh, phang phat, kho nhan thay
duoc goi la thanh'™’.

Tom Kkét: Trong khi Dic Khong Tt ngay tit ban dau da dinh
nghia thanh (sheng- 82) nhw nhing thanh vuong ctia Trung Qudc
thoi ¢6 dai, thi tor Manh Tt tré di cho dén cac nha tu twong Nho
gido méi (Téng Minh ly hoc-Song Ming lixue (KRB FRF)) thanh
duoc hiéu nhuw mot muc dich ¢6 thé dat dén cach phd quét. Ro
rang, nén tang quan niém vé thdanh cia Nho gido méi (Tong Minh
1y hoc-Song Ming lixue (AR BE757)) chinh 12 kha nang c6 thé dat
dén sy hoan thién con nguoi, bdi vi tat ca moi nguoi chia sé cliing
mot ban tinh nhw nhitng thanh vuong doi xua va ban tinh chém nd
cta con nguoi c6 thé dugc hoan thién béi sy tu dudng dao duc
phong theo mau guong clia Dic Khong T va Manh Tt. Tat ca hé
phai Nho gi4o déu tin riang, hinh anh cua bac thanh ly tuéng chinh
1a nguoi noi két dao cua ngudi voi Pao Troi'*'. Do do, thdnh trong
quan niém Nho gido 1a mau muyc vé sy hoan thién, nguoi ma dat
dén sy troi vuot vé dao dic ma khong lam mat di nhan tinh cla
minh. Nhu Manh TG quan niém, thdnh 1a nguoi c6 thé bién déi
chinh minh nén mgt con nguoi ditc hanh, trung thyc, lwong thién,
cao thuong, khon ngoan, siéu pham (Manh Tt 7B: 25).

130 Ban dich Anh ngtt 14y t& Sources of Chinese Tradition. Vol 1: From
Earliest Times to 1600, comp. by William Theodore de Bary and Irene Bloom
(New York 1999), pp. 677-678.

31'Yao, Confucianism and Christianity, p. 60.
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Cho du, thanh co6 thé dat dén nhung khong c6 nghia do 1a
mot viec dé dang'*’. Ngay ca nha tu tuéng Nho gido mai 16i lac
doi nha Tong 1a Chu Hi (Zhu Xi-4#%) (1138-1200) da thira nhan
su that bai: “Khi toi con 1a mot thi€u nién, toi doc dwoc Manh Ttk
da noi thanh nhan khong khac voi chung toi. Toi vo cung hanh
phidc nghi ring that dé dang dé tré thanh thanh. Nhung chi luc
nay t0i da nhan ra diéu do that kho biét bao”'®.

III. Ptc Giésu, vi thanh chiu déng dinh va phuc
sinh

Poi véi nhitng dan toc tai Pong A da tham nhuan cach sau
xa truyén thong Nho giéo, thi hinh anh vé DBuc Giésu nhw mot vi
thanh 1a ngudn cam hing mang y nghia sau sic. Khéi dau voi
kha nidng biéu y cla tr thdnh, tt ma hé ngon ngit An Au va Se-
mit khong thé dién dat, luon nhic con nguoi Pong A rdng Pic
Giésu nhu mot vi thanh 1a nguoi co thé 1dng nghe va thiu sudt
(errH) Dtc Khon Ngoan ttr Troi, va sau do bay to hay thong
truyén (cheng-5%) nhiing gi Nguoi da nghe cho tit ca moi nguoi.
Nhu mot vi thanh 1a nguoi thau sudt “Dao Troi” (tiandao-KiE) va
sau d6 bay té cho nguoi khac, thi Btc Giésu cling thé, Nguoi thau

132 Yao Xinzhong (ibid,, p. 136) thdng thén chi ra réng: “theo Nho gido,
tat cd moi nguoi déu c6 thé vuon dén sy hoan thién. Tuy nhién, mot s
nguoi co thé dat dugc, mot s6 ngudi khong dé dang dat dén sy hoan thién.
That vay, chi mot so rat it duoc ting danh hiéu 7hdnh trong truyén thong
Nho gido”.

133 Zhuzi yulei &34 (Classified Conversations of Zhu Xi), 104:1a,
trich dan trong Julia Ching, 7he Religious Thought of Chu Hsi (Oxford
2000), p. 93.
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sudt Pao ctia Cha 1a Thién Chua (tianzhudao-XK F-3&), duoc trinh
bay trong Tin Ming nhu l1a vuong quoc Thién Chda da gan ke, va
btc Giésu bay td diéu do cho tit ca moi nguoi qua 10i gidang va
doi song ctia Nguoi. Cach hiéu nay bén ré sau trong truyén thong
Thanh Kinh Kitd gido nhdc chiing ta rdng nhiing mon dé dau tién
ctia Btic Giésu trong sach Cong Vu Tong Do dugc goi 1a “nhiing
nguoi theo Pao” (xc. Cv 9,2) trude khi duge goi 1a “Kitd hiru” (xc.
Cv 11, 26).

Nho Buc Khong T, ching ta ¢6 dwoc quan niém vé thanh
nhan la guong mau cda sy hoan thién dao ddc-luan ly dé moi
nguoi noi theo. Pdi voi Pitc Khéng Tk, thanh nhan la nhiing
thanh vuong dau tién ctia Trung Qudc thoi c6 dai, mot minh hoan
thanh st mang céach tron ven (Luan Ngit 19:12), bién doi thé gioi
bang 10i giang cia minh (Luan Ngit 16:8), gitp do va ban phtc
lanh cho tat ca moi nguoi ma khong c6 bat ky sy phan biét nao
(Luan Ngtr 6: 38). Sy hoan thién luan 1y duwoc nhan biét bang co
gang thyc hanh “Pao ctia Thanh nhan” (Shengren zhi dao-2E
Z jH) trong doi song cua minh (Thuyét Trung Dung, 27).

bttc Giésu nhuw mot vi thanh, cling hoan thanh st mang
Nguoi 1anh nhan tir Cha trén Troi. S&¢ mang nay bao gdom viéc
loan b4o sy gan dén cda vuong quoc Thién Chuda ciing nhw gitp
do va ban phuc lanh cho tat ca moi nguoi ma khong ¢ bat ky sy
phan biét nao. Quan trong hon, thdnh trong truyén thong Nho
gido 1a mau guong su hoan thién luan ly dé nguoi khéac noi theo,
khong phan biét tudi tac, gi6i tinh, diéu kién xa hoi, cling vay tat
ca mon dé cta Duc Giésu, du la nam hay nt, gia hay tré... déu
dugc moi goi bat chudc doi song ctia Nguoi'*. Thanh Phaolo tha

134 V& khia canh nay, hinh anh vé Dtc Giésu nhw mot vi thdanh thi
thich hop hon hinh 4nh vé Dtic Giésu nhu “trudng ti” va bac t tién trong
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thiét kéu moi tin httu tai Co-rin-tdo “hdy bat chudc toi nhu toi bat
chudc Puc Kitd” (1 Cr 11,1; 1 Cr 4, 16; 1 Tx 1, 6). Julia Ching
nhac chung ta rang, Kito hitu 1a nhitng nguoi nhin nhan D Kitd
“la gwong mau dé moi nguoi bét chudc. Poi song ctia nguoi Kito
hitu luon quy hudéng vé viéc theo Pic Kito”'*°. Theo quan diém
ctia Robert Cummings Neville:

Trong khi thich tng viéc bat chudc tinh cach va viéc lam
cua Dtic Giésu vao hoan canh cda riéng minh... doi hoi phai bat
chuoc mot ddc diém ctia Ptiic Giésu nhu yéu thuwong ké thu, ton
vinh Thién Chua khi chiu dyng dau kho va bach hai nhu kho
hinh thap gi4, kién viing dwc tin va long nhiét tam trong st vu
hoa gidi va ddt ltra tinh yéu. D6i voi nguoi Kito hitu, bang viéc tro
nén giong Chuaa Kito hon, chiing ta sé tré nén thanh hon. Sy tha
dac cac nhan dic bang viéc bat chuoc Dic Kitd thi khong co gi
khac vé mdt hinh thic cia quan niém Nho gido vé dao hiéu, con
cai bat chuéc cac nhan duc cta cha me, cudi cung 1a bat chudc
cac nhan dic cta thanh nhan”'

truyén thong Nho gido bdi vi hinh anh nguoi con truéng thi hanh bon
phan dao hiéu qua viéc cing té to tién trong truyén thong Nho gido lién
quan dén vai tro cua nguodi nam va diéu nay gay ra nhitng van dé nan giai
vé vai tro va vi tri cia nguoi phu nit trong truyén thong Nho gido, cu thé
trong viéc tho kinh t6 tén. Hinh dnh Dtic Giésu nhu mot vi thdnh sé pha
vo nhiing kho khdn nay, boi vi thanh trong truyén théng Nho gido bao
gdm tat ca va trung lap vé gioi tinh, nghia 1a moi nguoi déu co thé duoc goi
la thanh (sheng ) bing viéc tw tu dudng ban than minh. Xem Peter C.
Phan, “the Christ of Asia (An essay on Jesus as the eldest son and
ancestor),” in: Studia Missionalia 45 (1996), pp. 22-25.

135 Ching, Confucianism and Christianity, p. 79.

136 Robert Cummings Neville, Boston Confucianism: Portable Tradition
in the Late- Modem World (Albany, NY 2000), p. 200.
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Neville tiép tuc giai thich rang viéc bat chudc Dic Kito 1a
cudc tim ki€m sy thanh thién, va phuwong phap cta né 1a su thuc
hanh, nghia la “sy hinh thanh céc tdp quan, diéu ma xay dung
nhan cach chung ta, 1a dé cho nhan dtc cua mot s6 con ngudi cu
thé song trudc chung ta, nhu cha me chuing ta, nhiig thanh
vuong vi dai nhu vua Thudn, Vi hay nhu Puc Giésu duoc thé
hién ro rang, thich hop trong doi song ching ta”'?’.

Co6 hai minh gidi quan trong ma Manh Tk déng gop cho
quan niém thdnh ciia Nho gido. Mot mét, thdnh 1a gwong mau sy
hoan thién luan ly nhung thdnh ciing la con nguoi, s¢ hitu cung
mot ban tinh (renxing- \£) nhw nhirng con nguoi binh thuong
(xc. Manh t& 2A : 2; 6A : 7). Mat khac, doi voi Manh T, thdnh
bao gdm ca hai phdm tinh cta thdnh (sheng 52) va than (shem-
f#) (xc. Manh T& 7A : 25). Thuyét Trung Dung da dién ta méi
twong quan gitta thdnh (sheng B2) va thdn (shen-#f) béng phat
biéu thdnh 1a trung gian gitta troi va dat, hinh thanh Tam Thé
hop nhat (Tam tai: 7hién-Nhan-Dja) (xc. Thuyét Trung Dung, 22).
No6i cach khéac, noi thanh nhan, ca hai nhan tinh va thién tinh
hop nhat nén mot. Dtic Giésu nhu mot vi thanh, cling hop nhat
nhan tinh va thién tinh noi chinh minh. Ptrc Giésu la con nguoi
that sy, nhan tinh cta nguoi khong bao gio bi nghi ngé hay phu
nhan. Ptc Giésu cling ¢6 thién tinh cach day du, thién tinh cua
Nguoi 1a diém méu chot chi ré tinh chat thdnh cia Nguoi. Hon
ntta, nhuw mot vi thanh, Ptic Giésu tré thanh trung gian gitta troi
va dat, la hién than cua “Puong, Sy That va Sy Song” (Ga 14, 6).

Cting ¢6 nhitng mau thitc Thanh Kinh dién ta Duc Giésu
nhu mot vi thdnh. Nam 1994, nha nghién cttu Kinh Thanh Tan
Ub6c Ben Witherington da xudt ban chuyén khao mang tya dé:

157 Ibid., p. 201.



Dric Giésu, vi thanh chiu déng dinh va phuc sinh 177

DPuic Giésu, vi thanh: cugc Ii¥ hanh cia Pic Khon Ngoan', trong
do6 ong bién luan quan niém vé Dic Giésu nhu mot vi thanh
trong truyén thong khon ngoan cta Ben Sira, Sach Khon Ngoan
cta Sa-lo6-mon va Sach Giang Vién. Nhitng gi Ben Witherington
thyc hién 1a nham kham pha mot chan dung vé D¢ Giésu nhuw
mot vi thdnh ngon st Do Thai, Nguoi da kin muc va hoi nhap
truyén thong ngon st va khon ngoan phong phu cua Do Thai vao

10i gidng day va viéc lam ctua Nguoi'®’.

Ben Witherington da ddy luan ching cia minh thém mot
buéc nita khi dé nghi rang Duc Giésu chinh 1a “hién than cta
bic Khon Ngoan noi xac pham”, ong xac tin rang “Dtic Giésu
khong chi loan bao vé vuong quyén cta Thién Chua trén trai dat
nhung thyc hién va tham chi 1a hién than vé vuong quyén Thién
Chtia mot cach nao d6”'*°. Ong gidi thich:

Thach do vé y twéng va sy nhin nhan Dtc Giésu chinh la
hién than cach séng dong cia Bitc Khon Ngoan chinh la trong
khi mot ngon st phai duoc cong nhan nhu mot mashal hay cong
nhan c6 ddu hiéu biéu hién mang tinh ngon st, thi khong ai, cho
dén lic nay dam noi 1én hay khing dinh ring Ptc Giésu 1a mot
con nguoi hién than mot phdm tinh cua Thién Chua- 1a sy khon
ngoan cua Thién Chua. Can phai dua ra 10i giai thich vé sy trinh
bay dic biét, khac thuong nay, 10i giai thich vé sy that: Puc Giésu

138 Ben Witherington, IIl, Jesus the Sage: The Pilgrimage of Wisdom
(Minneapolis 1994).

13% Ben Witherington, IIl, Jesus the Sage: The Pilgrimage of Wisdom
(Minneapolis 1994). pp. 117-208.

40 Ben Witherington, IIl, Jesus the Sage: The Pilgrimage of Wisdom
(Minneapolis 1994). pp. 202-208.
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mac khdi ban than Nguoi vua la thdnh via la st diép thanh -

chinh 1a Dtic Khon Ngoan ctia Thién Chaa'*'.

Binh luan vé quan diém ddy suc thuyét phuc cua
Wintherington, Roger Haight cho thay:

Thuat ngtt thanh 1a pham tru toan dién va thich hop nhét
danh cho D¢ Giésu. Dau cho DPac Giésu da st dung nhiing
truyén thong khac nhu truyén thong ngon s, canh chung, v.v...
Duc Giésu da thay thé chat liéu cta ching bang nhiing thé thic
khon ngoan. Vi ly do nay, thdnh 1a thuat ng toan dién va co
stic thuyét phuc nhat danh cho Duc Giésu'*

Mic du, sy hiéu biét sau sic cua Roger Haight vé Dic
Giésu nhu mot vi “thanh” da gén két Dtiic Giésu voi truyén thong
khon ngoan ctia nguoi Do Thai, quan diém cua ong c¢6 y nghia
quan trong d6i véi cac dan toc Pong A thuoc thé gioi Nho gido,
nhiing nguoi dang ¢ géng hiéu vé Puc Giésu nhw mot vi thdnh
siéu viétva ho cling dong y voi Roger Haight rang thdnh 1a thuat
ngtt toan dién va c6 stic thuyét phuc nhat danh cho btic Giésu”.

Tuy nhién, sé khong day dd néu chi don thuan goi Puc
Giésu la thdanh, tham chi do la mot vi thanh siéu pham hay mot vi
thanh hoan hdo. Nhu chiing ta da biét, khong c6 nén tdng khéng
dinh than tinh va su hoan thién 1a hai dic tinh cia thdnh duoc
dinh ro trong truyén thong Nho gido. Vi thé khong co gi la doc
dao cua Kitdo gido khi ndéi Biec Giésu la vi thanh siéu pham va
hoan héo. Do d6, c6 nguoi goi y rang ddi voi nhing Kitd hitu
ving bong A thuoc tu tuong Nho gido, Duc Giésu duoc xem la
mot vi thdnh chiu dong dinh va phuc sinh, mft quan niém dat

41 Ibid,, p. 204.
142 Roger Haight, Jesus, Symbol of God (Maryknoll 1999), p. 70.
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Mau Nhiém Vuwot Qua (nghia 1a sy dau khé, chét va phuc sinh
cua Dtic giésu) bén canh cach hiéu cta Kitd hitu géc Nho gido vé
Dtc Giésu 1a mot vi thanh siéu viét. Khi ching ta noi rang Dic
Giésu la mot vi thanh chiu dong dinh va phuc sinh, chung ta lam
chung vé sy that: cai chét va sy phuc sinh cua Dtc Giésu la dinh
diém st vy thanh thiéng ctia Nguoi, st vu cong bd Dao cua Thién
Chua (tianzhudao- X F38), nghia 1a vuong qudc cta Thién Chua,
cho tat ca moi nguoi.

Céch cu thé, trong thé giti Nho gido, hinh anh vé Dic Giésu
nhu mot vi thanh chiu déng dinh va phuc sinh la hinh anh c6 stc
tac dong manh mé vi ba ly do. Thit nhat, vé mat lich s, phan 16n
gioi tri thic Nho gido kho chdp nhan khé hinh thap gia ctia Dtc
Giésu, doi voi ho day 1a la tré ngai gay vadp nga lon nhét dé tin
nhan Kito gido, mac du ho rat nguong mo nhitng gido huan dao
dtrc luan ly ctia Dtic Giésu'*. Jonathan D. Spence, trong tac phdm
“Lau dai ky Gc vé Matteo Ricci” (The Memory palace of Matteo

143 Nhiing thdo luan mang tinh phé binh vé diém nay, xin tham khao
thém Erik Zurcher, "Giulio Aleni et ses relations dans le milieu des lettrés
chinois au XVlle siecle," in: Venezia e I'Oriente, ed. L. Lanciotti (Firenze
1987), pp. 107-135; ibid., "A Complement to Confucianism: Christianity and
Orthodoxy in Late Imperial China," in: Norms and the State in China, ed. by
Chun-Chieh Huang and Erik Zurcher (Leiden 1993), pp. 71-92; ibid., "Jesuit
Accommodation and the Chinese Cultural Imperative," in: 7he Chinese Rites
Controversy: Its History and Meaning, ed. by David E. Mungello (Sankt
Augustin - Nettetal 1994), pp. 31-64; ibid., "The Two Faces of Late Ming
Christianity in Confucian and Christian Religiosity in Late Ming China," in:
Catholic Historical Review 83 (1997) 4, pp. 614-653; Paul A. Rule, "Does
Heaven Speak? Revelation in the Confucian and Christian Traditions," in:
China and Christianity: Burdened Past, Hopeful Future, ed. by Stephen
Uhalley, Jr. and Xiaoxin Wu (Armonk, NY 2001), pp. 63-79.
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Ricci) da vé nén mot biic tranh song dong vé sy cam ghét cta gioi
tri thirc Nho gido ddi voi khé hinh thap gia ctua Buc Giésu.

Mot twong Chua chiu nan nhé, song dong mang nét dac trung
cudi thé€ ky 16 ma cha Ricci da mang theo trong hanh ly ca nhan
clia minh, da gy ra tic dong truc tiép cuc do dén nhing ai chiém
ngdm no. Tuy nhién, vién théi giam, nguoi nhan duoc no cting nhw
Ta Tang nguwoi ma trudc do ca ngoi bic hoa Btic Me Dong Trinh da
nghi ngo day 1a tro ma thuat va la 1on: “Pay la thit xau xa, nguy hai
nhdm giét chét vua cta ching ta, ho khong thé 1a nhiimg ngudi tot
khi lam ra nhiing th x4u xa nhu thé.”... kho khan chinh yéu nhat
nhu cha Ricci da luu y cach chan tinh chinh la viéc vién thai giam
“that sy nghi no 1a thi xdu xa”. Cha Ricci that kho khin dé dua ra
mot 10i giai thich thda dang vé y nghia ctia mot Dic Kitd chiu dong
dinh Khi d6i dién véi ddm dong thi ghét'*.

Vi vay khong ngac nhién khi cha Matteo Ricci cdn than
lang tranh no6i vé khd hinh thap gia trong tdc phdm chinh ¥
nghia chan that vé Thién Chua'™ (Tianzhu shiyi- K 92E) cia
nguoi. Trong phan tranh luan duy nhét vé sy nhap thé va thang
thién, cha Ricci da viét (Zianzhu shiyi- XK =E 52, no. 580)

Do béi 1ong thuong x6t 16n lao, Thién Chua (Zianzhu- X =)
da ha minh xu6ng thé gian dé ctu thé gian va cam chiu tat ca.
Cach day moOt ngan sau tram 1€ ba ndm, ndm Canh Than
(gengshenFEH1), nam tht hai sau khi Ai D& (27 tCN - 1 tCN) nha

44 Jonathan D. Spence, The Memory Palace of Matteo Ricci (New York
1984), p. 246.

45 Xin xem Matteo Ricci, the True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven
(Tianzhu Shiyi- XK= 52%), trans. By Douglas Lancashire anh Peter Hu
Kuo-Chen, ed. By Edward J. Malatesta (st. Louis 1985).
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Han thtra k& virong quyén 14y tén hiéu 1a Nguyén Tho (yuanshou
J7FF), va vao ngay thi ba thuoc Dong Chi, Thién Chada ( Zianzhuw-
K =) da tuyén chon mot nguoi nit dong trinh lam Me cta Nguoi,
Nguoi da nhap thé trong cung long trinh nit va dugc sinh ra. Tén
cla nguoi la Giésu, nghia la “bang Cttu Do thé gian”. Nguoi giang
day 33 nam, sau do Nguoi 1én troi. Nhiing diéu nay la nhiing diéu
xac that vé Thién Chua'* (Tianzhu-K 7).

RO rang, & day khong dé cap vé dau kho, cai chét va sy
phuc sinh ctia Btic Giésu, chi néi Nguoi xudng thé, giang day va
1én troi. Lién quan dén diéu nay, Erik Zurcher nhan manh nhiing
dau vét vé nhitng gi ma ong goi la “thuyét doc than cda Nho
giao” hay “Thién Chua thuyét” (7ianzhuism), trong do Kito giao
hau nhu thu gon vao niém tin vao Thién Chtia nhung khong c6
Dtic Giésu va mau nhiém Vuot Qua, nghia l1a sy dau khd, cai chét
va phuc sinh ctia Nguoi'". Vi thé hinh anh vé Duc Giésu chiu
dong dinh va phuc sinh 14 mot sy diéu chinh can thiét, va sy
nhdn manh dat khoat vé mau nhiém Vuot Qua la diéu tat yéu ddi
voi bat ky quan niém Kitd hoc nao vé Puc Giésu va stt vu cttu thé
ctia Nguoi.

biéu nay dua chdng ta dén ly do thwt hai, d6 1a hinh anh
btrc Giésu nhu mot vi thanh chiu dong dinh va phuc sinh 1a 1oi
ching manh mé rang cai chét cua Dtc Giésu khong 1a két thadc bi
tham nhung dung hon 1a biéu hién cu thé nhat vé tinh yéu phd
quat va ty hién dua dén sy phuc sinh, chinh la biéu tuong vé st
manh chién thdng trén cai chét. Khong chut nghi ngo, Stephen

146 Ban dich Anh ngtt trong ibid., p. 449. For Chinese text, xem ibid., p.
448.

147 Ziircher, "Jesuit Accommodation and the Chinese Cultural

Imperative," p. 50.
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Bervans mot muc nhin nhan mau nhiém Vwot Qua chinh 1a tam
diém doi song Kito giao'*’. Thomas Thangaraj cing ¢d luan diém
cua chung ta bang nhitng 1y luan ro rang minh bach trong bdi
canh doi thoai gitra Kitd gido va An gido-Siva. Thagaraj bién luan
rang néu cau chuyén vé D¢ Giésu két thuc v6i kho hinh thap gia
thi qua 1a mot cau chuyén bi tham. Tuy nhién, dang sau cai chét
cda Dtic Giésu la sy phuc sinh, thang thién va bién c¢6 Ngit Tuan
cho thay cudc doi, s& vu va cai chét ctia Bic Giésu phai duoc giai
thich lai:

b6 khong con la mot cai chét bi tham, bat hanh ctia mot
dao si (guru) ntra. Thap gia tré thanh tam diém, noi do dao si
duoc coi 1a thé hién chinh minh c4ch vién man - 1a biéu hién cu
thé nhimg gi Nguoi da day va da lam. Thap gia trd thanh biéu
tuong vé sy chién thing ddi voi toi 16i va cai chét. Chinh nho sy
bat Iyc cua Nguoi trén thap gia, Nguoi da dem dén mot cach hiéu
moi mé la thuong vé stic manh dich that cda con nguoi, chinh la

stic manh cua tinh yéu va sy ty hién'®.

Do d6, Thangaraj khang dinh ring chinh cai chét ctia Dic
Giésu 1a biéu hién cu thé doi song va st vu cua Nguoi nhw mot
dao si (guru), nhu biéu twong chién théng trén cai chét, bidu
tuwgng vé stic manh tinh yéu va ty hién. Ddi v6i Thangaraj, “sw
phuc sinh duwoc xem nhu 10i chiing thanh vé nhitng gi Dic Giésu
da mac khai. b6 1a 1y do giai thich tai sao Gido Hoi tién khéi xem
sy phuc sinh cta Dirc Giésu khong phai 1a ty Nguoi tréi day ti
¢di chét nhung chinh 1a Thién Chuda phuc sinh Nguoi tir ¢oi chét

4% Stephen Bevans, "Wisdom from the Margins: Systematic Theology
and Missiological Imagination," in: Proceedings of the Catholic Theological
Society of America 56 (2001), p. 38.

49 Thangaraj, The Crucified Guru, pp. 100 -101.
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va dat Nguoi lam bac dao si (guru) cho tdt cd moi nguoi”'™.

Nhitng 10i rao gidng cta thanh Phérd truc dam dong dan ching
trong ngay 18 Ngii Tuan cho thay:

btic Giésu Nadarét 1a nguoi da dugc Thién Chtia Gy nhiém
dén voi anh em, qua nhitng phép la, diém thiéng va ddu la, ma
Thién Chda da dung Nguoi dé thuc hién gitta anh em, nhu chinh
anh em biét. Theo k& hoach Thién Chua da dinh va biét truoc,
btc Giésu da bi nop, va anh em da dung ban tay ké ngoai giao
dong dinh Nguoi ma giét di. Nhung Thién Chua da lam cho nguoi
song lai, giai thoat nguoi khoi nhitng dau kho ctia cai chét. Vi 18
cai chét khong thé nao khudt phuc dwoc Nguoi.” (Cv 2, 22-24; 1
Cr 15, 4)

Tht ba 13, thap gia va phuc sinh khong thé tach roi khoi
Pao (dao-iE) ma Dtc Giésu nhu mot vi thdnh da thau sudt, va
cong bo cho nhitng ai 1dng nghe Nguoi. Cai chét va phuc sinh cla
btc Giésu 1a biéu tuong sy phan khang chong lai toi ac va bat
cong, nghia 1a Puc Giésu chét vi chon lya cua Nguoi ding vé
phia nguoi nghéo va nhitng nguoi bi loai trit da de doa quyén loi
cla gioi 1anh dao chinh tri va ton giao Do Thai. Mac du truyén
thong Nho gido khong dé cap rdo rang vé nhting thanh nhan hy
sinh mang song ctia minh vi phan khang chong lai toi ac, ap btc
va bat cong, nhung c6 nhiimg mau guong nhu thé trong truyén
thuyét dao dtic Trung Quéc nhw Khuat Nguyén (QuYuanJEJ5)
(340 - 278 tCN) la nguoi dwoc yéu mén nhat, cai chét vi chinh
nghia ctia 0ng la sw phan khang chong lai vua va triéu dinh nuéc
S& thoi nat, bat cong.

150 Ibid., p. 103.
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Theo tiéu st vé cudc doi ctia ong dugc ghi chép trong Stz Ky
(shiji-S31FE), mot cong trinh bat ha cta Tw Ma Thién (.SiMaQian-
T 5#) (145-86 tcn), Khuat Nguyén 1a mot thi nhan xuét ching
va 1a nha chinh tri liém khiét cua nuéc S¢ (chuguo =) suot
thoi ky Chién Qudc (Zhanguo Shida-#§BR{X) (481 tcn-221 ten)
cho dén khi 6ng bi that sing b4i am muu ham hai ctia nhiing ké
ghen ghét. Khong thé the o ding nhin nudc S hing chiu tai hoa
do sy suy ddi cda triéu dinh, sy tranh gianh nhé nhen ctia nhitng
ké bat tai cung nan tham 0, 6ng da khuyén can vua nudc S&
nhung khong ich 1¢i gi. Su can gian ctua ong khién vua S& Tuong
Vuwong phan no vae két qua la ong bi luu day biét xa. Trén duong
di lwu day biét x&, 6ng da gieo minh xuong song Mich La
(Miluojiang-{H#EL) tw van, cho thdy ong coi trong danh dy hon
cai chét. Nghe biét 6ng tw van vi chong lai sy bat cong, moi nguoi
chéo thuyén tim thi hai clia ong dé chon cat nhung khong c6 két
qua. Sau d6, moi nguoi chéo thuyén ra gitta song tha banh
(zongzik#1) xudng song Mich La dé cting t& linh hon ong. Tt do
hang nam, vao ngay mong 5 thang 5 am lich, nguoi Trung Quoc
mung 18 7ét Thi Nhan Aui Quoc (Aiguo Shirenjie- s[5 55§ N71)
dé tudng nho cai chét vi trung nghia ca Khudt Nguyén. Trong
ngay 1é nay, moi nguoi dn banh va té chic dua thuyén rong day
mau sic, binh dan goi 1a Tét Doan Ngo (Duanwujie-Vim’F-T1), dugc

t6 chtrc khdp cac nudc st dung ngon ngtt Trung Quoc''.

Trong y nghia do, buc Giésu mot vi thanh chiu dong dinh
va phuc sinh, giong nhuw Khuat Nguyén mot bac thay liém Kkhiét,

51 P& ¢6 cai nhin ddy dd hon vé Khuat Nguyén, vé Tét Thi Nhan Aui
Qudc (Aiguo Shirenjie- %8 75 \7) va Tét Doan Ngo (Duanwujie-tii“t17),
xem thém Wong Choon San, A Cycle of Chinese Festivities (Singapore
1967), pp. 120-127.
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nhic nhé cac dan toc Pong A chiu 4nh huéng Nho gido vé sy
hién than cua Ptc Giésu nhu mot phan khang bat bao dong
chong lai ap btc va bat cong, tham chi phai tra gia bang chinh
mang song ctia minh. Doi khi céi chét vi chinh nghia c6 thé bi coi
la sy dién ro nhung do lai 1a sy khon ngoan c6 stc cttu do, dem
lai sy song va niém hy vong moi cling nhw moi goi con nguoi dap
lai diéu ac bdng viéc lanh, dap lai thu nghét bang tinh yéu.

Két Luan

Tom lai, bai viét nay tim hiéu nhimg kha thé va nhitng 4n y
trong viéc trinh bay y nghia vé Dtc Giésu nhu mot vi thdnh
trong thé gi6i Nho gi4o tai Pong A, cling nhu phan tich sy twong
hop gilta truyén thong Kitd hoc da ton tai hon 2000 nam voéi
nhitng 16i trinh bay vé Dtic Giésu trong Tan Udc nhuw mot vi
thanh cla truyén thong ngon st va khon ngoan Do Thai, va
nhitng thach d6 ma né phat sinh. Cu thé, nhiing tranh luan vé
buc Giésu nhu mot vi thanh chiu dong dinh va phuc sinh, khong
chi boi vi moi nghi ngo e s¢ cia gioi tri thic Nho gido vé kho
hinh thap gia. Nhung quan trong hon la béi vi, mau nhiém dau
khd, céai chét va phuc sinh cla DPuc Giésu (nghia 1a mau nhiém
Vuot Qua) la dinh cao s vu ctia Nguoi nhw mot vi thanh cho thé
gioi, mot st vu da de doa nhiing quyén loi chinh tri va ton gido
khi Ptc Giésu chon lya ding vé phia nhiing nguoi nghéo va
nhiing nguoi bi loai trir. Trong viéc ndi két Kitd hoc voi Nho gido,
bai viét nay ciing cho thay rang nhimg mau thic Kitd hoc truyén
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thong bi gioi han béi thoi gian va chi ¢o thé dwoc hiéu trong hién
+9152

tai khi “truyén thong d6 phai dwoc giai thich lai

Phan phan tich cudi cung trinh bay, nhitng dan toc Pong A
chiu anh huong Nho gido sé tra 16i nhu thé nao vé cau hoi Kito
hoc 1au doi: “con anh em, anh em bao Thay la ai?”. C6 1& ho sé noi
nhing 10i twong ty sau day, “Thay la dang thanh, 1a con cda
Thién Chua, la hién than sy hoan thién nhan tinh va thién tinh.
Thay thau sudt va mac khai cho ching toi Pao (dao-i&) cia Thién
Chua, cling nhu chi cho ching toi nhitng gi ma Pao (dac1H) cla
Thién Chua doi hoi bang chinh doi song, bang dau kho va cai
chét ctia Thay trén thap gia. Va Thay moi goi ching toi hay bat
chudc Thay lya chon diing vé phia nhiing nguoi nghéo va nhiing
nguoi bi loai trir, k&t hiép mat thiét voi Thay va budc di theo Dao
(dao-1E) cho dén cling”. m

152 See Felix Wilfred, "Inculturation as a Hermeneutical Question," in:
Vidyajyoti 52 (1988), p. 434.



