Hinduism, Part 4: The Upanisads

l. Unity of all things in the Brahman
- Chandogya Upanisad: dialogue between Uddalaka and his son Svetaketu

- “tat tvam asi” (“You are That”)

- philosophical position afnonism

Definition of Monism

substance despite the multiplicity of appearances.

The belief thatonly one substance existdn contrast to pluralism. Monist
religions are therefore those which maintain thate is only one underlying
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Il. Death, Transmigration and Liberation

(a) In the Vedas: “Land of the Ancestorgit¢-loka)

(b) impact of karma on transmigration
[causeeffect] effect of actions> consequences (leading to rebirth)

(c) undesirability of transmigratiosamsara (wandering, running around)
[vicious cycle, eternal “threadmill”]

(d) trsna (“desire”) - generates> karma (“actions”y> generates> rebirth
(e) realization thaitman = Brahman

(e) sannyasin (“renouncer”)

() moksa (“liberation”)

(g) emphasis onself-power” [liberation depend$ully on one’s own efforts]

Vedic Sacrifice this worldly goals: dharma (orthopraxis sustaining societyAfe}——-—>
| Interiorized Sacrifice: power + tapas
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| Upanisads moksa (liberation)——>

Bifurcation (Split): - (1) dharma (“thisworldly” orientation — remain in this world)
- (2) moksa (“otherworldly” orientation — escape from this world)



