Hinduism, Part 5: The Bhagavadgita and Emergence of Classical Hinduism

Froms$ruti to snmrti literature (ca 500 BCE)
Three categories afimrti literature:
(1) itihasas (epics):Ramayana andMahabharata
(2) Puranas (mythologies)
(3) dharmasastras (law codes)

Ramayana: Rama and Sita

Mahabharata: Pandavas vs. Kauravas

Bhagavadgita (“Song of the Lord”) [circa 200 BCE, i.e., post-Buddhist]

- Book 6 of the Mahabharata

- BhG 2:1922, 3134, 47, 49
4:7-8
9:3031
18: 58, 66

- Krsna as avatara (incarnation) of Visnu

- Arjuna: metaphor for the human person who is seeking spiritual guidance
- ahimsa (“non-violence”)

- upaya-kausalya (“skill-in-means in teaching”)

- I§vara (personal “Lord” — personal deity/Brahman in personified form)

- Paths to Salvation (irga): karma-yogaandbhakti-yoga
(1) Karma-yoga (“discipline ofself-less, disinterested action”)
- actions [=karma] doneithout attachmentto consequences
- to offer fruits of one’s actions [=karma] to one’s personal lord
- compatibility of duty (karma) and renunciation (sannyasin)
(2) Bhakti-yoga (“discipline of devotion to one’s personal deity”)
- bhakti (Sanskrit: literally means “to be loyal to,” “to share”)
- devotion to one’s personal Lord
- unequivocal (100%) trust in the personal Lord’s grpeas@ada)

- shift fromself-power (of thesannyasin) to other-power:
- path of liberation through salvation by other power (= one’s personal Lord)

- reliance orother-power (rather tharself-power, as is the case with tlsannyasin):
salvation by the the gracer@sada) of one’s personal Lorddvara)

- puja [devotional offering to personal Lord], insteadyaffia [Vedic fire offering]



